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   18th September, 2020
Dear Parents and Carers of children in Year 5,
Throughout the Summer holidays, Father Martin, Miss Elliott and I have been in constant discussion about First Holy Communions in light of Government and Diocesan guidance and updates.

We have today received the latest guidance from the Diocese regarding the celebration of First Holy Communion in line with COVID-19 restrictions. 

The new guidance states that, if First Holy Communion was to be celebrated within a dedicated Mass, as ours have been in the past, only 30 people would be able to attend the service including the children who were making their First Holy Communion. With 60 children due to make their First Holy Communion in Year 5, this would mean that a large number of Masses would be required with a very limited number of guests (i.e. two guests maximum including siblings) who would be allowed to attend. We have also been advised not to delay First Holy Communions with the uncertainty of the pandemic and the possibility of further restrictions next year.
Father Martin is very keen for our children to make their First Holy Communion this term while the course content is still relatively fresh in their minds since the children have completed their Sacramental Preparation programme and the children are thereby ready to receive the Sacrament. In order to do this safely in line with Diocesan guidance, the children will make their First Holy Communion in the regular celebration of Sunday Mass at 11am. Therefore, the service will follow the same guidelines as a Mass. Unfortunately, due to social distancing measures and a reduced capacity in church, the number of people able to attend will be significantly less than normal although Father Martin has agreed that a maximum of six people will be allowed in church with each Year 5 child and these will form a family bubble. Therefore, each member of the family bubble will not need to socially distance from each other on the bench in church. As has always happened in the past, each family will be allocated a bench and these will be chosen randomly by Mrs Graham, a long-standing catechist at St. John Vianney church.
Miss Elliott will organise the children that are to attend each Sunday Mass and make their First Holy Communion there and, in the interests of fairness, this will be done in alphabetical order for each class. As originally planned, the children in Mrs Rutherford’s class will make their First Holy Communion first followed by the children in Miss McMaster’s class. We will ensure that each Mass has both girls and boys from your child’s class making their First Holy Communion together. We will write out to each family next week with further information.
Whilst the church hall still remains closed and, in light of current Government guidance and social distancing regulations, the children will enjoy their First Holy Communion breakfast in school, within their class bubble, once all pupils from the class have made their First Holy Communion. The School Photographer will take the children’s photograph in their communion clothes both individually and as a class in church once all pupils have made their First Holy Communion.

Our First Holy Communion Masses will begin on Sunday 18th October and these will continue into the New Year. 
We would like to thank you all for your patience and understanding but, as we are sure you will appreciate, guidance is constantly changing and updating and we have to work safely within the confines of this legislation.
With our very best wishes,
Father Martin Morris, Mrs Meldrum and Miss Elliott
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